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Open Access and Open Science are ways of sharing knowledge between research 
communities and networks. This article presents important projects, ROARMAP and Sherpa 
RoMEO, that aim to identify publishers that allow open access publishing. An analysis of 
the data provided by these projects shows the weak involvement of Romania. 
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1. Introduction 

According to Suber (2012), “open access literature is digital, online, free of charge, and free of 

most copyright and licensing restrictions”. Nowadays, more and more universities, research 

institutes, publishers developed open access policies. Open access is making scientific research 

publications freely, immediately and permanently available online for everyone to read and 

download. 

The Open Access movement was born in academic communities as a reaction to the high expenses 

universities have to cover in order to publish and access scientific information. The gold and green 

open access routes proposed by academic communities were not easily implemented. The huge 

barrier was the copyright issue. Regarding copyright issues, Open Access publishing lets the 

author keep the copyright to his own work and gives users permission to make available, copy, 

distribute, build upon, search in, or text mine from the full-text without compensation. 

Because of this, many projects were developed to implement tools, platforms with new copyright 

rules for publishing in Open Access. Editors also had to develop policies and agreements with 

authors in order to publish in Open Access. This is an important step in the information society: 

having access to scientific information while respecting copyright rights. 

 
2. Researches about policies for Open Access publishing 

The Registry of Open Access Repository Mandates and Policies (ROARMAP) is “a searchable 

international registry charting the growth of open access mandates and policies adopted by 

universities, research institutions and research funders that require or request their researchers to 

provide open access to their peer-reviewed research article output by depositing it in an open 

access repository” (ROARMAP 2018b). Institutional policies are developed in accordance with 

the recommendation of Berlin Declaration. 

According to ROARMAP data, 726 mandates were registered at October 11, 2018. 

An overview of the situation in European countries is presented in Figure 2 and the only institution 

in Romania is the Institute of World Economy (ROARMAP 2018a). 
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Figure 1. Registry of Open Access Repository Mandate and Policies (ROARMAP) 

Figure 2. Countries’ situation about registry of policies - situation in Romania 
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The policies issued by different research institutions as part of the fund granting process are made 

available for reading by the specialized register maintained by the University of Nottingham in 

England - SHERPA JULIET (SHERPA Services 2018). 

In 2018, 133 policies of the funding agencies from England (63), Canada (14), USA (16), 

Denmark (3), Ireland (6), Sweden (5) were registered in SHERPA JULIET (SHERPA Services 

2018).  

 

 

The ROMEO (Rights MEtadata for Open Archiving) project, whose maintenance is carried out by 

SHERPA at the University of Nottingham, proposes three policies (each of which is color-coded) 

concerning the self-archiving of articles in the repositories. 

There are 2566 publishers in the ROMEO list (SHERPA 2018), of which 81% formally accepts 

certain forms of self-archiving. 

 

 

Specifying editorial policies on copyright issues has contributed to changing colours to designate 

these policies. Thus, instead of three, four colours were introduced (Jenkins et al. 2007): 

- green policy - allows achieving of pre-prints and post-prints; also, there are no chronological 

limits (embargo) and there are certain copyright conditions; 

- blue policy - allows the author to self-archive only post-prints (the self-archiving of the pre-

prints is not supported); 
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Figure 3. Countries’ situation in Sherpa JULIET 

Figure 4a. Self-archiving policy within the SHERPA ROMEO project 
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- yellow policy - allows the author to self-archive pre-prints, self-archiving of post-prints is not 

supported or can be done with chronological limitations (embargo) and copyright conditions; 

- white policy - self-archiving is not formally supported, it is necessary to obtain permission from 

the publisher (Figure 4a, 4b). 

Figure 4b. Self-archiving policy within the SHERPA ROMEO project 

 

The RoMEO Journals database is supplemented with information provided by: 

- Zetoc service, funded by Jisc with data provided by the British Library (Zetoc 2018).  

- Directory of Open Access Journal  (DOAJ) managed by Infrastructure Services for Open Access 

(DOAJ 2018).  

We can search the database for journal title, ISSN, publisher name, RoMEOcolour (see Figure 5).  

 

 

 

There are 27 publishers registered on this platform in Romania (see Figure 6). 
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Figure 5. Searching RoMEO database 
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Figure 6. Romanian publishers registered at RoMEO database 

 

The growth of SHERPA/RoMEO database including provisional policies is shown in Figure 7.  

In period 2004-2018, 2566 publishers recorded their policies of copyright in database. In 2008, 

these policies have been expanded by incorporating copyright-based publishing policies. Thus, a 

publishers' classification was made, considering their self-archiving conditions (Ţurcan 2009).  

Figure 7. Growth of RoMEO database, 2004-2018 

 

3. Conclusions 

Policies on open access to scientific information can be implemented only on the basis of the 

highest (international and interstate) approval of initiatives and declarations regarding the open 

access to knowledge. Also, at national and institutional level, policies on non-discriminatory, 

democratic and free access to scientific information must be implemented. Scientific 

communication can be achieved only by approving new models that remove barriers to access to 

information (financial, legal and technical) as well as barriers to information sharing. The study of 
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the two platforms demonstrates the rather weak involvement of Romanian higher education 

institutions in policy making and involvement in Open Access publishing. It is the 

recommendation of this article that Open Access must be promoted in a more efficient way to the 

members of the academic community. 
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